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Roger Lawien and his wife, Kris, are regular participants in the Line Patrol Charity Ride. Photos by Brad Letcher

Line Patrol Charity Ride marks
20 years of serving those in need
Billy Gibson
When Roger Lawien encountered
some unexpected health problems, his
fear and anxiety were assuaged by the
assurance that he had several key factors
in his favor.
He knew he could rely on his faith.
He knew he could rely on his family.
And he knew he could rely on his fellow
cooperative employees across the state.
Lawien, member services manager at
Moreau-Grand Electric based in Timber
Lake, is a part-time volunteer and
full-time advocate of Line Patrol, Inc.,
a charitable organization that exists to
provide financial relief for South Dakota
electric cooperative employees and their
families in times of need.
Since the program was launched in
2003, hundreds of co-op employees
have contributed to the emergency
response fund by staging golf
tournaments, bowling tournaments,
auctions, trap shoots, 5K runs, raffles,

bake sales and more. One of the most
popular and highly anticipated events
is the annual Line Patrol Charity Ride
held each September.
This year’s 20th annual event took
place on Sept. 10 and was co-hosted
by Rushmore Electric, Butte Electric
and Grand Electric. More than 200
riders and other participants gathered in
Whitewood at the Iron Horse Inn and
spent the afternoon motoring through
the picturesque northern Black Hills.
Lawien was there perched aboard
his prized Indian Roadmaster, soaking
in the experience with his co-op
friends and feeling grateful to have a
dependable network of support that can
be counted on not only to help rebuild
lines and poles after a storm but also
render aid in a personal crisis situation.
“Having been a recipient of funds
from this program, it means a lot to be
among these fellow co-op employees
who are all so eager and willing to
demonstrate their kindness and sincerity
by showing up every year to contribute
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Estimated amount
of Line Patrol funds

$580,000
donated to electric
co-op employees

to a worthy cause like this,” Lawien said.
“It’s that same cooperative spirit that
bonds us all together. It’s the can-do
attitude they bring to their jobs every
day in service to their members and
their ongoing efforts to improve the
quality of life in their communities.
They are salt-of-the-earth people who
care deeply for one another and the
people around them.”
Lawien said more than 240 families
have received assistance through the
fund totaling roughly $580,000. He is
one of three directors of the program
along with Jessie Tucker (West Central
Electric) and Tim Neises (Central
Electric).
Jerry Swartz was one of the first
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Jerry Swartz, pictured above-left, was the first recipient of Line Patrol funds after he was injured in 2004.

recipients of Line Patrol funds after he
was involved in a workplace accident.
He expressed what the charitable
organization has meant to him and his
family.
“Back in 2004, I had an extreme
accident at work. I spent six months in
recovery and this foundation gave us a
check for $500 to help us out. It may
not seem like much money, but at the
time it meant everything to me and my
family. It’s amazing. God bless this fund
and the people who donate to it and
keep it running,” Swartz said.
One of the original organizers of
the Charity Ride is former Northern
Electric General Manager Jim Moore.
Each year, as is the custom, Moore leads
the cavalcade of dozens of motorcycles

away from the gathering site and along
the chosen route.
“The ride has just gotten bigger and
better over the years,” Moore said. “The
money goes to help co-op employees
in need. One person had a tornado
damage their home, another lineman
from Yankton was killed in Afghanistan
and we set up a scholarship fund for
his three children. I always tell my
wife, Janice, this is the one thing I look
forward to every year and truly love
because we’re helping employees and
their families get back on their feet.”
Laine Mitchell, communications
director at Butte Electric, said helping
to host the Charity Ride was an honor
for the cooperative and something the
organization was happy to support.

“Having many of our own employees
benefit from the Line Patrol fund over
the years, we are thrilled to co-host this
year’s event and help raise money for
other cooperative families across South
Dakota. The ride is just one of the
many ways the foundation bonds our
cooperatives together and has touched
countless lives in the last 20 years,”
Mitchell said.
The weekend began with a social
on Friday evening and concluded the
following night with a buffet dinner and
charity auction.
Sponsors for this year’s ride were Irby,
Altec, RESCO, Dakota Supply Group,
Border States Electric, WESCO and The
Okonite Company.

Hundreds of riders
from across the state
participate in the annual
Line Patrol Charity Ride
each year. The program
exists to provide financial
support for electric
cooperative employees
and their families in times
of need.
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