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ANKS FOR ATTENDING  THANKS FOR ATTENDING  
  MEET NGYOUR ANNUAL MEETING

Central Electric Cooperative hosted its 22nd Annual 
Meeting on Monday, Sept. 26, at the Corn Palace in 
Mitchell. A three-meat buffet was served by Central 
Catering to kick things off. Several kids had their picture 
taken as they dressed up like a lineworker. 

Board President Duane Wolbrink welcomed everyone 
to the meeting, and Pastor Richard Poppen of Fedora 
Endeavor Presbyterian Church gave the invocation. 

After the President’s Report, General Manager of East 
River Electric Cooperative, Bob Sahr, spoke on the future 
of our cooperatives and industry.

During the Manager’s Report, Manager Ken Schlimgen 
recognized the following youth program recipients: 
Miranda Hanson, $1,000 Basin Electric Scholarship 
winner; Levi Nightingale and Grace Cheeseman, $1,000 
Jay Headley Memorial Scholarship winners. 

Trustees on the Operation Round-Up board were 
also recognized, including three trustees who reached 

their term limits this year: Carla Amick of Letcher, Scott 
Kolousek of Wessington Springs and Connie Hattervig 
of Carthage. New trustees will be appointed to fill the 
vacancies in Jerauld, Miner and Sanborn County. 

President Wolbrink recognized Director Bernetta 
Burghardt, as 2022 was her final year of board service. 
She did not run for reelection after representing Miner 
County for 18 years. Following the meeting, Director 
Donita Loudner honored Burghardt with a Native 
American Star Quilt to thank her for her leadership. 

The cooperative awarded several door prizes, including 
forty $25 energy bill credits and a number of youth 
prizes. Plankinton High School students Cally Faulhaber 
and Kris Guindon each won a $250 random drawing 
scholarship that was offered to any high school student in 
attendance at the time of the drawing.

Thank you to all who attended and participated in 
your cooperative’s annual meeting.

Director Bernetta Burghardt accepts a plaque and thanks members 
for allowing her to represent Miner County for 18 years. 

Central Electric Cooperative held its 22nd Annual 
Meeting at the Corn Palace on Monday, Sept. 26. 



ANNUAL MEETING
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Carla Amick was recognized for her 
service on the Operation Round-Up 

board of trustees. Director At Large Merl 
Bechen presented her with a plaque. 

Lynda Nordstrom poses with Sadaya and Dazee, 
who both won youth door prizes at the meeting.

Board President Duane Wolbrink 
recognized Basin Electric Scholarship 

recipient Miranda Hanson. 

Connie Hattervig, center, was recognized 
for her service on the Operation Round-Up 

board of trustees. She is pictured with fellow 
trustees Merl Bechen and Ellen Speck. 

Attendees register for the Annual Meeting 
in the lobby of the Corn Palace. 

Cally Faulhaber and Kris Guindon each won 
a $250 random drawing scholarship.

Ready for work! This guy is sporting 
the right gear to get started.

These girls were all smiles in their 
Touchstone Energy hardhats.

Future lineworkers? Thanks 
for visiting the youth area!

After the meeting, Director Donita Lounder, 
left, presented Bernetta Burghardt with a Native 

American Star Quilt in honor of her service.

Patrick Morgan shows off the 
smartwatch he won at the meeting.

Jenika Haak won her very 
own karaoke machine!



Billy Gibson
billy.gibson@sdrea.coop   

About 10 years ago, Michele Moore 
was newly retired and looking for 
something interesting to occupy her 
time. Out of the blue, she received a call 
from the Clay County elections auditor.

“She wanted to know if I was 
interested in working the elections 
and I told her I’d do it. It’s been very 
rewarding and it feels like I’m doing 
something important and worthwhile,” 
Moore said.

When she’s not facilitating the 
election process, Moore takes care of the 
bookkeeping for the family’s welding 
and manufacturing business operated by 
her husband, David.

While election work isn’t a full-time 
gig, poll tenders put in long hours on 
voting day. They typically report to 
the local precinct at 6 a.m. before the 
polls open an hour later. The shift goes 
straight through to 7 p.m. when the 
polls close, although any voters still 

standing in line at that time are allowed 
to cast their ballots. Workers have to 
stay on duty the entire time and often 
pack their own lunch and dinner.

After the last voter is done, all the 
sealed ballots and accompanying 
paperwork are brought to the auditor’s 
office for verification and certification to 
ensure the election is “free and fair.”

Moore said all the workers at her 
precinct located at the National 
Guard Armory in Vermillion are 
diligent, dependable, thorough and 
conscientious. She said they take their 
jobs very seriously and are careful not 
to be “political” in any way, a guideline 
contained in the orientation and 
training process that workers go through 
before each election regardless of one’s 
years of service. 

The training material requires that 
workers be professional, punctual, 
respectful to voters, team-oriented and 
“leave partisan leanings at the door.” 
Anyone concerned about the validity 
of the election process can appear at 

the precinct as a “poll watcher” or “poll 
observer,” however, those individuals 
must adhere to a separate set of 
guidelines as set forth by the Secretary 
of State’s Office. 

“We’re not here to change anyone’s 
mind or influence how anyone votes,” 
Moore said. “We’re just here to do 
anything we can to help them vote as 
quickly and smoothly as possible and 
make sure the process goes well. We try 
to make it easy for them.” 

That doesn’t mean everything always 
goes according to plan. As the political 
passions and divisions have grown more 
intense over recent years, Moore said 
she’s encountered some fairly tense 
situations. But she said she generally 

Number of South 
Dakota citizens

62,429 
registered to vote but 
considered inactive
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POLL TENDERS

Poll workers urge voters to stay 
active in the election process

Jamalia Franzen, auditor deputy in Dewey County, encourages all eligible citizens to register to vote. Photos by Billy Gibson



feels safe while doing her work inside 
the armory.

Some voters can get upset when 
they try to make requests that violate 
the voting rules, such as attempting 
to change their party affiliation on 
voting day or not providing the proper 
identification. She said tensions can run 
high during contentious presidential or 
mid-term elections.

“Sometimes people get angry and 
you just try to calm them down. They 
don’t know how things work and what’s 
required because they’re not paying 
attention,” she said. “Social media and 
TV stirs up their passion and they don’t 
always know how to control that.”

She recalled one particular fellow who 
insisted on voting without presenting 
the proper identification. When he was 

told he would have to use a provisional 
ballot, he became agitated and stormed 
out of the precinct. Moore was “a little 
nervous” about the man returning and 
what he might do, but she took comfort 
in the fact that the National Guard 
soldiers were right there in the building.

Cris Sichmeller, a resident of Webster, 
signed on to join her local precinct in 
Roslyn six years ago and enjoys the 

social aspects of 
the assignment. A 
self-described “farm 
wife,” Sichmeller said 
she doesn’t often have 
an opportunity to sit 
down and visit with 
friends, but being at 

the polling place means visiting with 
folks and catching up on current events.

“People used to spend time just 
visiting with one another, going to 
houses and having coffee and playing 
cards, but that doesn’t happen a lot 
these days,” she said. “There’s a lot of 
camaraderie that comes with being 
around people you know in the 
community that you have something in 
common with.”

She said at her precinct things 
normally proceed “without a lot of 
drama,” but she remembers that the 
Covid pandemic did cause a few 
wrinkles. Several workers contracted the 
virus, along with the precinct deputy. 

The workers had to wear face shields, 
and Plexiglas was set up in the voting 
area and at the registration tables.

“I remember a man who had just 
retired from the military and he came 
in and saw the face shields and just 
laughed,” Sichmeller recalled. “He said 
that wasn’t going to keep us from getting 
the virus or passing it on to others. He 
said we needed a hazmat suit for that. I 
guess he was right.”

Barb Gross recently retired after 
tending the polls in Dewey County 
since the 1980s. She describes herself as 
a stickler for adhering to the rules and 
buttoning everything down.

“We always made sure everything 
tallied up because we knew we were 
going to be audited and we invited that 
because it was a challenge to see if we 
could pull it off without a hitch and 
without anything slipping through the 
cracks,” she said.

Secretary of State Steve Barnett 
emphasized the fact that poll workers 
serve a very valuable role in society.

“They’re on the front lines of the 
election process. You couldn’t run an 
election without them,” he said. 

Barnett stressed importance of voters 
meeting their obligation to stay actively 
involved and make sure they are familiar 
with the rules and regulations. To 
find out more about voting rights and 
responsibilities, visit www.sdsos.gov.
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Election poll workers see themselves as doing something helpful to support and facilitate the democratic process.

POLL TENDERS

Michele Moore

Poll workers are on the 
job from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
local time. If the polls close 
while you are in line, you 
will still be permitted to 
vote.

Here is a breakdown of 
party identification as of 
Sept. 1, 2022:

• Republican - 291,956

• Democrat - 150,760

• No party/Ind. - 142,538

• Libertarian - 2,733

• Other - 1,376

   Total - 589,363
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Surplus Vehicle Sale 
November 9

CO-OP NEWS

The pictured vehicles were declared surplus 
and will be sold to the highest bidder at 
Central Electric’s Betts Road location on 
Wednesday, Nov. 9. Bidding is open to the 
public. Vehicles will be accessible for viewing 
at 9:00 a.m. prior to the sale. 

When: Wednesday, Nov. 9, 10:00 a.m.

Where: Central Electric Cooperative,  
25487 403rd Avenue, Mitchell S.D.

How to Bid: Interested parties must be 
present to bid or have a bidder representative 
present. If multiple interested parties are 
present, an auction will begin. 

Payment is expected in full at the conclusion 
of the sale. For more information, contact 
Brian Bultje, Manager of Operations, by 
calling 1-800-477-2892. 

2003 Freightliner FL-70 Diesel Truck
- Automatic transmission
- 220,000 miles
- 2002 HR-46 Terex elbow bucket  
  and material handler 

- 5750 hours on the boom 
- 2-wheel drive
- Opening bid: $12,700

2001 Dodge 1-Ton Dually Flatbed Pickup
- Diesel Engine
- Automatic transmission
- 173,700 miles

- 4-wheel drive
- Opening bid: $3,500

Approximately 70 kids and their 
families traveled to Mitchell to 
participate in the James River Youth 
Rodeo on Sept. 16. 

Central Electric Cooperative 
was proud to support the event 
along with our neighbors at 
Dakota Energy, East River 

Electic Cooperative, Sioux Valley 
Energy and Southeastern Electric 
Cooperative. 

A variety of competitions 
provided entertainment for all ages. 
Kids 3 and under participated in 
playful “stick horse” events, and 
kids ages 4-7, 8-11 and 12-18 

showed off their pole bending and 
barrel racing skills. 

The event was well-organized. It 
took the work of many parents and 
volunteers to ensure the rodeo was a 
success. Thanks to all the volunteers 
and talented youth rodeo athletes 
for putting on an incredible show.  

James River Youth Rodeo held in Mitchell
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Billy Gibson
billy.gibson@sdrea.coop   

The students at Hanson High School 
were stunned and aghast at the horrific 
scene unfolding right before their eyes. 

There were two wrecked sedans, a 
downed utility pole and tangled wires 
strewn across the road. Emergency 
responders were swarming everywhere 
as a fire truck barreled onto the scene 
with its sirens blaring. And the most 
unsettling sight of all: four of their 
fellow students lying in the crumpled 
cars with massive wounds and barely 
clinging to life.

Fortunately, it turns out the accident 
scene was just a drill staged by a group 
known as Freshman Impact: Caught in 
the Moment, and coordinated as part 
of Cornbelt Program Day at the school 
located in Alexandria.

Nearly 200 students came from 
surrounding schools for a full slate of 

Freshman Impact program promotes 
sound safety practices for students 

learning opportunities centered around 
vehicle safety, first aid, emergency 
response, drug abuse awareness and 
much more. Participating schools 
were Hanson High School, Armour, 
Bridgewater-Emery, Ethan, Marion, 
McCook Central, Plankinton and 
Wessington Springs.

Local organizers Yolanda Price and 
Don Huber worked with Freshman 
Impact Executive Director Rick 
McPherson, local school officials and 
emergency response agencies to plan the 
event.

The morning session included 
seven separate stations scattered 
throughout the school’s parking lot 
and in the gymnasium. The learning 
stations focused on the following 
subjects: teen mental health; healthy 
relationships; jaws of life and ambulance 
demonstration; seatbelt awareness; 
drug dog; social media dangers; and 
a distracted driving course where the 

students wore goggles simulating 
drug and alcohol impaired vision and 
attempted to navigate a short course 
behind the wheel of an ATV.

Taking part in the program was 
Central Electric Cooperative, which 
provided the downed power pole and 
wires. Once the emergency exercise was 
set into motion, two co-op linemen 
promptly arrived on the scene to 
de-energize the lines and worked with 
other responders to secure the area and 
form a safe perimeter.

Central Electric’s Manager of 
Communications Tara Miller helped 

FRESHMAN IMPACT

SOUND SOUND 
DECISIONSDECISIONS
Central Electric lineman Cody Riggs uses a hot stick to simulate de-energizing a power line during a Freshman Impact emergency exercise at 
Hanson High School in Alexandria. Photo by Billy Gibson

West River Electric is one of several electric 
cooperatives that support the Freshman 
Impact program.



facilitate the partnership while working 
alongside local organizers.

“This is an incredible opportunity 
for area students to learn about good 
decision-making, safety and the real 
dangers that are out there,” Miller said. 
“Concern for community is one of our 
guiding principles as a cooperative. 
This experience serves to educate first 
responders and students. It aligns 
with our values, and we are pleased to 
support it.” 

The day’s program covered just about 
all the bases. The schedule included a 
poignant perspective of loss and grief 
from LeAnn Moe, who lost her teenage 
daughter to an automobile accident. 
During the mock accident response, one 
of the crash victims was carried away 
in a hearse furnished by a local funeral 

home. And after all the activity settled 
down outside, the students returned to 
the gymnasium to observe a mock legal 
trial and sentencing hearing over the car 
accident they had witnessed.

The day ended with the distribution 
of educational materials by CORE 
(Community Organized Resources for 
Educating), the parent organization of 
Freshman Impact.

McPherson said he has found that 
the teaching method employed by 
Freshman Impact is successful in driving 
the message home to students, and 
they also develop a rapport with local 

agencies and emergency responders.
“The students see up close and learn 

through hands-on activities the possible 
consequences of wrong choices and the 
lasting effects physically and emotionally 
on their bodies, their families and 
friends and their community,” he said, 
noting that West River Electric based 
in Wall is also an event sponsor. “It’s 
all about making safe choices and 
preventing destructive behaviors, and it’s 
important our teens learn the life-long 
skills and values to help them make the 
best possible decisions.”

Visit www.freshmanimpact.com.
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A Hanson High School student takes on the role of an accident victim during a recent mock emergency scenario. Photo by Billy Gibson

Central Electric Cooperative of Mitchell 
presented CORE with a $2,500 Operation 
Round Up grant to help fund the local 
program. Pictured left to right are Freshman 
Impact founder Rick McPherson, CORE 
Coordinator Yolanda Price, CORE Coordinator 
Don Huber, Operation Round-Up Trustee 
LeAnn Moe, Central Electric Director Merl 
Bechen and Hanson County Chief Deputy 
Mike Brown. Photo by Tara Miller

FRESHMAN IMPACT










